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the utmost in seeking to defile his mind and
thoughts by their lewd and abominable talk.
He censured himself without stint for not re-
coiling instantly from their advances, but
said that having no congenial associates he
drifted into their company all too easily, and
once under their spell, so to speak, he found
it hard to recover himself. ... Of course
there was no overt act of impurity in which
he was engaged, and he now looks back upon
his associations with those vile fellows with
abhorrence and inexpressible regret. Since
his return, he tells me that he has had no
conversation with anyone that has served to
revive or keep alive his mental state of the
summer, but has been steadily regaining his
old-time freedom from such besetments. His
manner to me was confidential and affection-
ate, and responsive in the extreme, and I tried
to give such practical aid as will, I hope,
simplify the dear boy's recovery of his well-
earned self-respect of former years/'

In another instance he writes to another
father:

" Do you feel secure in the matter on
C. . , .*s associates and associations in Chi-
cago? The indications that we have had here
are such as to throw grave doubts upon their
salutary influence.

"Do you really know what he is doing in
the hours that are passed from under the
family-roof?

" I ask these questions, not to alarm, buthows appreciation
